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The philosophy of the Murfreesboro City Schools Department of Special Education is to provide an appropriate educational program and service(s) specifically designed to meet the individual needs of the learner in the least restrictive environment possible so that each student will become a lifelong learner.

Special Education Available Programs and Services
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Special education programs and related services are available to all Murfreesboro City Schools students beginning at age three and who have been identified as meeting Federal and State eligibility requirements and which an Individualized Educational Program (IEP )Team has determined the student’s needs cannot be met in the regular program without Special Education intervention. 

Each school in the Murfreesboro City School Systems provides Special Education services to eligible students. These services are individually designed instructions determined by the unique needs of students who meet state criteria for one or more of the 18 recognized disabilities in Tennessee.
Murfreesboro City Schools currently serves approximately 800 special needs students annually and employees 30 special education teachers (including speech, vision, and deaf education services), 42 educational assistants, and 3 school psychologists.  
The majority of MCS special needs students are involved in the general curriculum with support from the special education staff in the form of resource, consultation or comprehensive services. In our efforts to meet the individual needs of each child, we offer a continuum of options of services ranging from the least to most restrictive.
Types of Specialized Classrooms/Services:
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT CLASSROOMS
     Our comprehensive development classes are designed for students whose disabilities are so profound or complex that they require intensive educational interventions and can benefit from participation in the general education program only through direct supervision of a special education teacher or an educational assistant.  MCS presently has seven comprehensive classrooms serving students from all school zones.  Northfield Elementary which operates on a traditional calendar has 4 comprehensive classrooms.  Scales Elementary which follows the alternative calendars has 3 comprehensive development classrooms.  Click this link to find out more about one of Scales CDC programs.  http://classpages.schoolstation.com/teacher/index.php?user=mcsjeri.carmichael   

Murfreesboro City Schools also offers comprehensive development services for preschool students who meets federal and state eligibility and who require special services at the Bellwood-Bowdoin Preschool.  Currently there are 4 special needs preschool classroom within this school.  
SPEECH/LANGUAGE SERVICES
    Speech/language services are available to identified students in all our schools as recommended by the IEP team.  Murfreesboro City Schools presently has 9 Speech and Language Teachers.
 OCCUPATIONAL AND PHYSICAL THERAPY
   The role of the OT is to provide the teacher or paraprofessional with strategies and equipment to enhance their academic environment.  OT focuses on fine motor, visual motor, assistive technology, sensory processing, and self-care skills as it relates to the school routine. The services include contact with the child and activities that relate to the child, such as phone calls to vendors and doctors, IEP meetings, working with equipment needs, assistive technology, and accessibility issues, and training/consulting with parents, teachers, and paraprofessionals. Murfreesboro City Schools currently has one part-time registered physical therapist and one part-time registered occupational therapist.  The district has one full-time certified occupational therapist assistant.  Physical therapy services may include consultation with the student’s teacher/classroom staff, consultation with Adapted PE staff, evaluation for adaptive equipment, evaluation of school accessibility, coordination/collaboration with other services providers, communication with doctors and parents, and direct physical therapy services.  Direct PT services must address a student’s potential to reach a higher level of functioning within the school environment.
GIFTED SERVICES
    Identified gifted students include those whose intellectual abilities and potential for achievement are so outstanding that special provisions are required to meet their educational needs qualify as intellectually gifted.  An IEP team determines if special provisions are required and makes recommendations based on those findings.  

VISION AND DEAF EDUCATION SERVICES 

     Murfreesboro City Schools presently has one full-time Vision teacher, as well as one full time Deaf Education teacher who serve eligible students across the district.     
AREAS OF DISABILITIES INCLUDE:
	· Learning Disabled 
· Deaf
· Mentally Retardation
· Hearing Impaired
· Gifted 
· Blind
· Speech 
· Visually Impaired 

· Language 
	· Deaf-Blind
· Emotionally Disturbed 
· Multi-disabled
· Autism 
· Functionally Delayed
· Health Impaired 
· Developmentally Delayed
· Physically Impaired 
· Traumatic Brain Injury 


Disability Definitions:

· Autism means a developmental disability, which significantly affects verbal and nonverbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three (3), that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. Other characteristics often associated with autism are engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory experiences. The term does not apply if a child’s educational performance is adversely affected primarily because the child has an emotional disturbance, as defined in this section.  After age three (3), a child could be diagnosed as having autism if the child manifests the above characteristics.  The term of autism may also include students who have been diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder such as Autism, Pervasive Developmental Disorder – Not Otherwise Specified (PDD-NOS) or Asperger’s Syndrome when the child’s educational performance is adversely affected. Additionally, it may also include a diagnosis of a Pervasive Developmental Disorder such as Rett’s or Childhood Disintegrative Disorder. Autism may exist concurrently with other areas of disability. 

· Deaf-blindness- means concomitant hearing and visual impairments the combination of which causes such severe communication and other developmental and educational needs that they cannot be accommodated by addressing any one of the impairments. 

· Deafness- means a hearing impairment that is so severe that the child is impaired in processing linguistic information through hearing, with or without amplification that adversely affects a child's educational performance. 

· Developmental Delay-includes children ages three (3) through nine (9) who are experiencing developmental delays as measured by appropriate diagnostic instruments and procedures in one or more of the following areas: physical, cognitive, communication development, social or emotional, or adaptive development that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. Other disability categories should be used if they are more descriptive of a young child’s strengths and needs. Local school systems have the option of using developmental delay as a disability category. 

· Emotional Disturbance-means a child or youth who exhibits one (1) or more of the characteristics as listed in the state adopted eligibility criteria over a long period of time and to a marked degree that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. The term does not apply to children who are socially maladjusted, unless it is determined that they have an emotional disturbance. 

· Functionally Delayed -means a child who has or develops a continuing disability in intellectual functioning and achievement which significantly affects the ability to think and/or act in the general school program, but who is functioning socially at or near a level appropriate to his or her chronological age. 

· Hearing Impairment- means an impairment in hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, that adversely affects a child's educational performance but does not include deafness. 
· Intellectually Gifted - means a child whose intellectual abilities and potential for achievement are so outstanding that special provisions are required to meet the child’s educational needs. 
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I.
PHILOSOPHY


Murfreesboro City Schools strives to promote academic and personal success for the gifted child.  Special resources and efforts are provided to ensure that gifted students are lifelong learners and achievers.


Definition


Intellectually gifted refers to having intellectual abilities and potential for achievement so outstanding that special provisions are required to meet the educational needs of the student.


Non-Discriminatory Statement


Gifted students may be found within any race, ethnicity, gender, economic class, or nationality.  In addition, some students with other disabilities may be gifted.  The Murfreesboro City Schools shall prohibit discrimination against any student based or any of the premises listed above with respect to his/her participation in the gifted program.

II.
PROGRAM GOALS
Three Year Expectations

1. Goal: To establish an advisory team for gifted education in order to improve and maintain existing services.

· Select and organize a system-wide gifted advisory team.

· Meet with team to select data sources for evaluating gifted students.

· Develop survey forms for data collection from all gifted stakeholders.

· Create yearly improvement./maintenance recommendations.

2. Goal: To provide training for all staff/parents on improving effective instructional approaches for gifted students.

· Search the literature for best practices.

· Select training topics and materials.

· Contact all stakeholders for preferred formats for training.

· Arrange a series of re-occurring training sessions on a yearly basis.

· Evaluate the effectiveness of all trainings.

III. REFFERALS

· A.  Informing the Public

Murfreesboro City Schools provides the same level of notice to parents and a student regarding information about the gifted program as it does with respect to other significant school activities, policies, or procedures.  The notice includes information on the definition of giftedness, how to make a student referral, basic eligibility criteria (excluding test scores), and the person to contact when making a referral.

Methods Include:

· A section in the MCS student handbook about the gifted program

· Web site information

· Community access channel on local cable

· A brochure that is distributed with registration materials

· B.  School Screening Teams (SST)

· Composition

1. Special Education Supervisor

2. School Psychologist

3. General Education Consultant

· Responsibilities

1. Receives all referrals

2. Reviews all information from grade level screening

3. Collect, maintain, and track all data from referrals

4. Distribute and collect all required information for individual screenings or comprehensive assessment

5. Schedule meetings in a timely manner to review referrals

6. Notify parents when the child has been referred

7. Notify parents of the SST decisions and inform them of their rights

8. Obtain parental consent for individual screening or comprehensive assessment when appropriate

9. Base decisions on multiple criteria-not excluding any student on the basis of a single test score

10. Exhibit sensitivity to cultural, economic, and/or linguistic differences

11. Arrange for any further assessments

12. Provide the completed assessment information to the Eligibility Determination Team

· C.  Screening Criteria

· Plan for screening

· All FOURTH grade students will be screened annually.

· Implement consistently in all schools

· Provides all students in the targeted grades an equitable opportunity for gifted identification

· Procedures for Information Review

· Procedures ensure no single cut off score

· Cut off scores used are lower than scores required for eligibility

· A matrix of points allowed for each area and global points are used to recommend further assessment

IV. EVALUATION

     Murfreesboro City School assures that the system intends to select and administer tests and evaluate materials that are sensitive to cultural, economic, and/or linguistic differences and that are appropriate for special populations such as the sensory impaired, limited English proficient, or the physically impaired.

· ELIGIBILTY

· Eligibility Team- Team includes at least three members representing special education, general education, administration, and additional members such as psychologists and parents.
· Services Delivery Model- Model includes both special education and general education representation.
· Eligibility Determination- Determination follows state definitions and guidelines.  General education gifted eligibility uses the same assessment standards but uses a functional definition for general education classroom performance.  Student classroom performance triggers general education 
Enrichment services and/or additional IEP services.

· Duties of the Eligibility Team Includes:

1. The gathering of all assessment information by the School Screening Team (i.e. vision, hearing screening, documentation of need, group or individual achievement test scores, and other information gathered throughout the process.)

2. Completion of the Eligibility Report Form 

3. Completion of Gifted Documentation form-Form is attached to the Eligibility Report.

4. Informing parents of the Team’s decision (including Rights of Children with Disabilities and Parent Responsibilities and “Prior Written Notice” when eligibility is determined though special education.

5. Inform the appropriate persons (resource teacher, referring teacher, enrichment teacher, and parents) upon the completion of evaluation.

6. Exhibits sensitivity to cultural, economic, and/or linguistic differences.

VI.  
SERVICE DELIVERY OPTIONS
Special Education Gifted


General Enrichment








 Reeves Rogers Discovery School


Grades K-2



Grades K-2

1.
Consultation/IEP


1.  Consultation

2.
Inclusion/IEP



2.  Cluster Grouping

3.
Resource Pullout/IEP


3.  Classroom Enrichment

4.  
Early Admission


4.  Compacting Curriculum

5.
Classroom Modification/IEP

5.  Community Resources

6.
Community Resources/IEP

Special Education Gifted


General Enrichment








 Reeves Rogers Discovery School
Grades 3-6



     
     Grades 3-6
1.
Consultation/IEP


1.  Consultation

2.
Inclusion/IEP



2.  Subject Leveling

3.  
Resource Pullout/IEP


3.  Compacting

4.
Related Services/IEP


4.  Technology Enrichment

VII.
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES

· Local
See “Complaint Procedure”

· State SPED Procedures
1. Parent Complaint with TDOE
2. TDOE mediation

3. TDOE Hearing
4. Civil Courts
VIII.
TRACKING SYSTEM
· State sample tracking log is used 
· Tracking Log is used for general and special education for each phase of assessment (Individual Screening to placement)
· Log includes:
1. Student’s Name, date of birth, race, and sex
2. Student’s School and Grade
3. Date and Source of Referral
4. Results of Referral
5. Alternative Assessment strategies or instruments
6.  Eligibility determination

· Contact:
Priscilla Van Tries: phone number 615-893-2313

Disability Definitions Continued:

· Mental Retardation-means substantial limitations in present levels of functioning that adversely affect a child’s educational performance. It is characterized by significantly impaired intellectual functioning, existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior and manifested during the developmental period. 

· Multiple Disabilities-means concomitant impairments (such as mental retardation-blindness, mental retardation-orthopedic impairment), the combination of which causes such severe educational needs that they cannot be accommodated by addressing only one of the impairments. The term does not include deaf-blindness. 

· Orthopedic/Physical Impairment- means a severe orthopedic impairment that adversely affects a child's educational performance. The term includes impairments caused by congenital anomaly (i.e., clubfoot, absence of some member), impairments caused by disease (i.e., poliomyelitis, bone tuberculosis) and impairments from other causes (i.e., cerebral palsy, amputations, and fractures or burns that cause contractures). 

· Other Health Impairment- means having limited strength, vitality or alertness, including a heightened alertness to environmental stimuli, that results in limited alertness with respect to the educational environment, that: Is due to chronic or acute health problems such as asthma, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, diabetes, epilepsy, a heart condition, hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, and sickle cell anemia; and adversely affects a child's educational performance. 
· Specific Learning Disability-means a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or to do mathematical calculations including conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental aphasia. 

· Speech or Language Impairment-means a communication disorder, such as stuttering, impaired articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment, that adversely affects a child's educational performance. 

· Traumatic Brain Injury means an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external physical force, resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment, or both, that adversely affects a child's educational performance. The term applies to open or closed head injuries resulting in impairments in one or more areas, such as cognition; language; memory; attention; reasoning; abstract thinking; judgment; problem-solving; sensory, perceptual, and motor abilities; psychosocial behavior; physical functions; information processing; and speech. The term does not apply to brain injuries that are congenital or degenerative, or to brain injuries induced by birth trauma. 
· Visual Impairment Including Blindness- means an impairment in vision that, even with correction, adversely affects a child's educational performance. The term includes both partial sight and blindness.
Additional Parent Resources
General Information:
· http://www.tennessee.gov/education/speced/seannounce.shtml Tennessee Department of Education - Special Education            
· The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services         
· The Council For Exceptional Children         
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)         
· Americans with Disabilities Act         
· Free Appropriate Public Education     
· The Family Village         
· Parentpals.com        

· What No Child Left Behind Means for America's Communities         
Special Education: Other Links
Tennessee Jaycee's and Camp Discovery [image: image3.png]



ERIC Clearinghouse on Disabilities & Gifted Education [image: image4.png]



U.S. Department of Education [image: image5.png]



Tennessee Assistive Technology Network 
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Tennessee School for the Blind [image: image7.png]



Tennessee School for the Deaf [image: image8.png]



Tennessee Council on Developmental Disabilities 
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Disability Law and Advocacy Center of Tennessee [image: image10.png]



Tennessee Disability PATHFINDER - an internet community for persons seeking disability resources in TN " 
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Support and Training for Exceptional Parents ( STEP ) [image: image12.png]



Vanderbilt Kennedy Center for Research on Human Development [image: image13.png]



Vanderbilt Kennedy Center for Research on Human Development- Study Finder [image: image14.png]



Tennessee Disability Coalition [image: image15.png]



Tennessee Voices for Children [image: image16.png]



Other Resources:
Autism 
· Autism-PDD Resources Network         
· Autism Society of America         
· Social Stories 

 Developmental Delay 
· Developmental Delay Resources

 HYPERLINK "http://www.devdelay.org/"  
Health Impairment         
· Attention Deficit Disorder Association          
· Children and Adults with ADHD         
· ADD Warehouse 

· Franklin, TN Satellite of CHADD
Hearing Impairment 
· American Society for Deaf Children         
Learning Disability         
· LD Online
Intellectual Giftedness 
· National Association for the Gifted 

· Tennessee Association for the Gifted 

Mental Retardation
· AAMR         
· Club for Teens with Down Syndrome                 
· National Down Syndrome Society 

Physical Impairment
· Physical and Health Disorders Resources 

Speech/Language Impairment 
· Additional Speech Links 

· Aphasia 

· Apraxia  
· Articulation Games 

· ASHA
· Awesome Library
· Empowering Children Who Stutter* 

· Hear how Words are Pronounced at the Merriam-Webster Site 
· Jeremy and the Hippo: A Boy's struggle with Stuttering 

· Kids Games 

· Language Games 

· Leap into Language 

· National Speech 

· Nursery Rhyme Pictures 

· PBS online activities 

· Picture Dictionary 

· Phonemic Awareness 

· Rhyme Pages 

· Sequencing Games
· Sometimes I just Stutter
· Speech Delay
· Stuttering
· What's my Meaning
Visual Impairment 
· American Council of the Blind         
· Lighthouse International     
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Do You Know a Child with Special Needs?
[image: image18.wmf] Schools Conducting Child Find 

for Children with Disabilities
     The Murfreesboro City School system is conducting its annual state-wide census of children with disabilities.

       If you know a child with a suspected disability, and the child is three years or older and resides within the city of Murfreesboro and is NOT currently enrolled in school, please call Priscilla Van Tries, Supervisor of Special Education, at 893-2313.  
     Mrs. Van Tries is available to speak with any organization, group, or individual concerning evaluations and services that are available through the Murfreesboro City Schools system.

      All verified children with disabilities, between the ages of three and fourteen, may be eligible for special education services, and will be reported to the State Department of Education.

      If your child is an infant or toddler with a suspected disability and under the age of three, you may call Tennessee Early Intervention Services at 849-8404 to make a referral.
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PARTNERS
I dreamed I stood in a studio and watched two sculptors there.
The clay they used was a child’s mind and they 

fashioned it with care.

One was a teacher; the tools used were books and music and art.
One, a parent with guiding hands, a gentle and loving heart.

Day after day the teacher toiled, with a touch both deft and skilled.
The parent labored side by side and all the values filled.

And when at last their task was done they looked at what they’d wrought.
The beautiful shape of the precious child could neither be sold nor bought.

And each agreed it would have failed if one had worked alone.
For behind the parent stood the school, and behind the teacher, the home.

Author Unknown
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